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Porsche Motorsport North America

GT3 Cup / RS / RSR Memorandum 403 / 2004

Sunoco Fuel Reformulation

We have recently been informed by Grand Am and ALMS/IMSA that the fuel supplied for Mt Tremblant - Watkins Glen (GA) and Mid Ohio - Lime Rock (ALMS) by Sunoco, Inc. (the official fuel supplier) contains approximately 10% ethanol.  

As you might know, ethanol corrodes rubber and can delaminate the material of which all homologated fuel cell bladders are constructed.

Given the foregoing, please inspect all rubber pieces (including hoses, O-rings, and quick disconnects) and bladders coming in contact with the fuel.  At any sign of degradation, such pieces should be replaced.  Furthermore, as a precaution, bladders and fuel lines (fuel system) should be removed and cleaned and the entire fuel system should be flushed with fuel not containing ethanol.  

In addition, inspect all components of your fuelling rig including the fuel dry brake

O-rings, the parts should be replaced frequently to avoid leaking!   

ALMS/IMSA has been notified by PMNA of the gravity of this issue and we hope to hear from them soon as to what might be done vis-à-vis any legally permissible reformulation of the fuel or any other option to avoid further usage of 10% ethanol fuels for the upcoming races.

Grand Am has since changed their fuel to the non-ethanol specification.
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